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Joun EmaANUEL LIGHTFOOT.

Tt is our duty to-day to chronicle the death of
one of our oldest townsmen—John Emanuel
Lightfoot, Accrington’s first Mayor and, as we
have long delighted to call him, our ¢ Grand Old
Man.”” Mr. Lightfoot had reachod the ripe age of
91—he was 92 within a few days, his birthday being
on the 28th April (yesterday). Considering his
advanced years, Mr. Lightfoot enjoyed remarkably
good health, and up to a comparatively short time
since was able to go about, though latterly he had
to resort to a bath chair. A few years ago he had
a serious illness, but he got over it, and again,
about three months since, he broke a couple of
yibs, though he seemed to have recovered, and
there were apparently no ill effects from the ac-
cident. On Wednesday of last week he was oub
of doors for a time, but on Friday he was not well,
and he gradually became weaker till Sunday, when
it was seen he was rapidly sinking. About six
o’clock he fell asleep and never regained conscious-
ness, passing quietly away about midnignt. He
did not appear to’be suffering from any particular
disease—merely old age. All through his life he
was very careful in his habits, and always preserved
a very serene and quiet nature, never becoming
excited about small matters. His medical ‘man
for many years was the late Dr. Clayton, and
after his death Dr. J. S. Clayton, who at-
tended him up to the last.

THE LIGHTFOOT FAMILY.

The Lightfoots are a numerous family, and are
to be found in various parts of Lancashire. From
entries in the family Bible at Quarry Hill much
information may be gathered. The genealogy is
there traced back to a Ralph Lightfoot who, some-
time before 1690, was married to one Elizabeth.
There were two children, Elizabeth, born Septem-
ber 11th, 1690, and John, baptised October Tth,
1701.

John married one Martha, and the issue was: John,
born Dec. 5th, 1730 ; Samuel, born 3rd Oct.. 1733, died
young ; Samuel (IL), born Dec. 5th, 1735 ; Joseph, born
Jan. 18th, 1738; Ralph, born Nov. 2ad, 1741; and
Mary, born Sept. 20th, 17454

Joseph Lightfoot, fourth child of John and Martha,
also married a Martha. They had tem children—
Joseph, born Nov. 23rd, 1763, died young; Samuel,

born April 1st,1765; Ann, born April 10th, 1767 ; James,
born March 15th, 1769; Ann (IL), born August 22nd,
1770 ; James (IL.), born June 18th, 1772; John, born
July 7th, 1774; Thomas, born Jan. Tch, 1777 ; Martha,
born April 5th, 1779 ; and Peter, born May 18th, 1782.

John Lightfoot, seventh child of Joseph and Martha,
married, at Runcorn, on Dec. 25th, 1792, Ann Orme,
{born Feb. 25th, 1773), and had 1ssue—Elizabeth, born
Sept. 22nd, 1793 ; Mary, born April 1st, 1796 ; James,
born May 2nd, 1798 (all born at Warrington); Joseph,
born 25th April, 1800; Jokn Emanuel, born Wednes-
day, April 28th, 1802 (christened at Parish Church,
Gisburn, Sunday, 16th May following), both born at
Gisburn; Elizabeth (II), born April 18th, 1804, died in
1806; Peter, born June 28th, 1806; Ann, born Dec.
14th, 1808; Thomas, bern April Stb, 1811; William,
born April 15th, 1813 (five last-named born at Great
Harwood).

John Emanuel, fifth child of John and Ann Lightfoot,
married Mary, daughter of John and Ann Hutchinson,
on August 12th, 1824, at St. Jameg’s Church, Accring-
ton (the ceremony being performed by the Rev. John
Hopwood). The issue was: Joseph, born June 2nd,
1825, died July 8th, 1825; Ann, born Aug. 15th, 1826;
James, born Feb. 16th, 1828 (all christened at St.
James’s Church) ; John, born March T7th, 1830, died
Dec. 18th, 1836, aged 6 years and 9 months; Elizabeth,
born May 8th, 1832, died Nov. 16th, 1833, aged 18
months; Joseph, born Sept. 21st, 1834, died July 28th,
1839, aged 4 years and 10 months.

Mr. Lightfoot’s wife, Ann, died April 5th, 1836, aged
39 years, after 113 years of married life. On the 4th
May of the following year (1837), Mr. Lightfoot led his
gecond wife to the altar at Whalley Church—Sarah,
daughter of Bernard and Ellen Hartley, of Nether
Town, Whalley. The second marriage resulted in two
children—Jobn Bernard, born April 14th, 1838, died,
aged 21 ; and Emma Grace (Mrs. Bunsing), born July
31st, 1840, only surving child.

Thomas Lightfoot (chemist and afterwards partner
at Broad Oak), ninth son of John and Ann Lightfoot,
married. at Accrington, in 1829, Betty Whittaker, by
whom he had eleven children—Margaret Ann, born
July 17th, 1829; Ellen, born March 8th, 1831; John,
born Aug. 20th, 1832; William, born June Tth, 1834;
Alfred, born May 10th, 1836: Thomas Alfred, born
Nov. Tth, 1837 ; Mary, born June 17th, 1839; Joseph
Orme, born July 17th, 1841; Betsy Maria, born Aug.
27th, 1843 ; Hannah, born Aug. 17th, 1845; and James,
born Feb. 19th, 1847.

PARENTAGE : JOHN LIGHTFOOT,
EXCISEMAN.

John and Ann Lightfoot, the father and mother
of the Accrington Lightfoots, were natives of War-
rington. The father was a man of rare qualities
and unusual abilities. It is said that he re-
ceived an exceptionally long-continued education,






